Garden Island Fishing and Aquatic Association (Inc)

GIFAA Newsletter December 2025
Merry Christmas from your committee

Hello GIFAA Members,

The committee would like to take this opportunity to wish all members a Safe and Merry Christmas
and an enjoyable New Year. Our membership base has been growing substantially, and we are at
around 500 members. It’s fantastic to see so much support for our association and we are truly
thankful.

Stay safe on the water.

With the hot weather here, we expect to see more users at the island, particularly in Herring Bay. As
such, we need to always maintain a safe environment for all users. Skippers of vessels are reminded
to be always on the lookout for swimmers and paddle craft operators. People in the water are also
reminded that large boats can often be harder to control at slow speeds and very susceptible to
wind and tide influences. All members please be aware of other users, exercise patience and caution
when using the bay and above all, stay safe!

Just a reminder that we are all operating in controlled naval waters and this comes with certain rules
and regulations. The following are prohibited from naval waters (minimum 500 metres from the
island):

o Dogs and pets are not permitted on the island or within in Naval waters. Penalties Apply.
o Spear fishing gear, nets and sandboards on shore or within Naval waters. Penalties Apply.
o Charter boats within Naval Waters.

o Drones are not permitted on the island or within naval waters.

Additional rules that apply:

o Access onto the island is between sunrise and sunset only

. There is a 5-knot speed limit in Herring and Pig Trough Bays

o Anchoring is not permitted within 50 m of any mooring or entrance channel
. Rafting of boats is not permitted

o Beach BBQ'S or open fires are not permitted on the Island

o Vessels greater than 13m are not permitted in Herring Bay

It is the responsibility of all members to follow the guidelines set out by the navy and to also ensure
that other visitors to the island are made aware of the rules. If you witness any visitors not adhering,
please say something to them in a polite manner. We have a very good relationship with the navy,
and we should all work equally as hard to ensure that we are seen as contributing to governance of
the island in a positive manner.
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For any incidents on land, you also have the support of the Ranger, Linda Hocke who can be
contacted during normal business hours on 0455 604 646. Outside of these hours you may also
contact the Garden Island Security office on 9553 2273. For Emergencies, the contact number of
HMAS Stirling is 9553 2222 and note that the Beach Emergency numbers (BEN) are BEN130 for
Herring Bay and BEN132 for Pig Trough Bay

Calendar of Events
Australia Day

o Our next event is planned for Sunday 25 January. It will be a free BBQ for all members
in the picnic area at Herring Bay from 12pm to 4 pm. Please BYO drinks and enjoy an
afternoon get together with your committee and fellow members.

And finally

A gingerbread man went to the doctor’s complaining of a sore knee. “A sore knee?” the doctor said.
“Have you tried icing it?”

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations? - Tinsilitis.

The Christmas jumper my kids gave me last year kept picking up static electricity. | took it back and
exchanged it for another one, free of charge.

How did Mary and Joseph know that Jesus was 8lb 20z when he was born? - They had a weigh in a
manger.

| bought my son a fridge for Christmas. | can’t wait to see his face light up when he opens it.

What did the third wise salesman say after his friends had already presented gold and frankincense?
- But wait, there’s myrrh!

Why did Mrs. Claus insist Santa take an umbrella? - “Because of the rain, dear.”
Looking forward to seeing you all at the island soon for some Christmas Cheer.
Peter Fry

Secretary
Garden Island Fishing and Aquatic Association (Inc)
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